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Sunday, December 07, 2025

Dear Friends,

Today is the Second Sunday of Advent.

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of
God’

The link for the live stream of the 11.30am

Mass from Our Lady’s is:
https://youtube.com/live/9cBTA09hCOc?
feature=share

From the Office of Readings for the
Second Sunday of Advent:

A reading from the Commentary on
Isaiah by Eusebius of Caesarea:

A voice crying in the wilderness

The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
the paths of our God. The prophecy makes
clear that it is to be fulfilled, not in
Jerusalem but in the wilderness: it is there
that the glory of the Lord is to appear, and
God’s salvation is to be made known to all
mankind.

It was in the wilderness that God’s saving
presence was proclaimed by John the
Baptist, and there that God’s salvation was
seen. The words of this prophecy were
fulfilled when Christ and his glory were
made manifest to all: after his baptism the
heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit in the
form of a dove rested on him, and the
Father’s voice was heard, bearing witness to
the Son: This is my beloved Son, listen to him.

The prophecy meant that God was to come
to a deserted place, inaccessible from the
beginning. None of the pagans had any

knowledge of God, since his holy servants
and prophets were kept from approaching
them. The voice commands that a way be
prepared for the Word of God: the rough and
trackless ground is to be made level, so that
our God may find a highway when he comes.
Prepare the way of the Lord: the way is the
preaching of the Gospel, the new message of
consolation, ready to bring to all mankind
the knowledge of God’s saving power.

Climb on a high mountain, bearer of good
news to Zion. Lift up your voice in strength,
bearer of good news to Jerusalem. These
words harmonise very well with the
meaning of what has gone before. They refer
opportunely to the evangelists and proclaim
the coming of God to men, after speaking of
the voice crying in the wilderness. Mention
of the evangelists suitably follows the
prophecy on John the Baptist.

What does Zion mean if not the city
previously called Jerusalem? This is the
mountain referred to in that passage from
Scripture: Here is mount Zion, where you
dwelt. The Apostle says: You have come to
mount Zion. Does not this refer to the
company of the apostles, chosen from the
former people of the circumcision?

This is the Zion, the Jerusalem, that received
God’s salvation. It stands aloft on the moun-
tain of God, that is, it is raised high on the
only-begotten Word of God. It is commanded
to climb the high mountain and announce
the word of salvation. Who is the bearer of
the good news but the company of the evan-
gelists? What does it mean to bear the good
news but to preach to all nations, but first of
all to the cities of Judah, the coming of Christ
on earth?
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Responsory

R. The precursor of the Lord is come.
Jesus himself says of him:* Among
those born of women, there has risen
no-one greater than John the Baptist.

Y. He is a prophet, and much more than a
prophet. The Saviour says of him:*
Among those born of women, there has
risen no-one greater than John the
Baptist.

Monday 8th December is the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Mass is at 12 Noon at Our Lady’s Church.
From Universalis:
A sermon by St Anselm

Blessed Lady, sky and stars, earth and rivers,
day and night - everything that is subject to
the power or use of man - rejoice that
through you they are in some sense restored
to their lost beauty and are endowed with
inexpressible new grace. All creatures were
dead, as it were, useless for men or for the
praise of God, who made them. The world,
contrary to its true destiny, was corrupted
and tainted by the acts of men who served
idols. Now all creation has been restored to
life and rejoices that it is controlled and
given splendour by men who believe in God.

The universe rejoices with new and
indefinable loveliness. Not only does it feel
the unseen presence of God himself, its
Creator, it sees him openly, working and
making it holy. These great blessings spring
from the blessed fruit of Mary’s womb.

Through the fullness of the grace that was
given you, dead things rejoice in their free-
dom, and those in heaven are glad to be
made new. Through the Son who was the
glorious fruit of your virgin womb, just souls
who died before his life-giving death rejoice
as they are freed from captivity, and the an-
gels are glad at the restoration of their shat-
tered domain.

Lady, full and overflowing with grace, all
creation receives new life from your
abundance. Virgin, blessed above all
creatures, through your blessing all creation
is blessed, not only creation from its Creator,
but the Creator himself has been blessed by
creation.

To Mary God gave his only-begotten Son,
whom he loved as himself. Through Mary
God made himself a Son, not different but
the same, by nature Son of God and Son of
Mary. The whole universe was created by
God, and God was born of Mary. God created
all things, and Mary gave birth to God. The
God who made all things gave himself form
through Mary, and thus he made his own
creation. He who could create all things
from nothing would not remake his ruined
creation without Mary.

God, then, is the Father of the created world
and Mary the mother of the re-created
world. God is the Father by whom all things
were given life, and Mary the mother
through whom all things were given new
life. For God begot the Son, through whom
all things were made, and Mary gave birth to
him as the Saviour of the world. Without
God’s Son, nothing could exist; without
Mary’s Son, nothing could be redeemed.

Truly the Lord is with you, to whom the
Lord granted that all nature should owe as
much to you as to himself.

Responsory

R.  Proclaim with me the greatness of the
Lord;* his love for me is great.

V. From this day forward all generations
will call me blessed;* his love for me is
great.

Source: https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20251208/
readings.htm

On the Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Pope Leo XIV will continue the papal
tradition of visiting the statue of the Blessed
Virgin Mary near Rome’s Spanish Steps. You
can read more about this in the following
link:
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https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/
news/2025-12 /pope-leo-to-continue-
traditionai-visit-for-immaculate-
conception.html?
utm source=newsletter&utm medium=ema
il&utm campaign=NewsletterVN-EN

Wednesday 10th December is the Feast of
the Holy House.

Mass is at 12 Noon at Our Lady’s Church.
From the Parish newsletter:

Next Sunday will be the 125th anniversary
of the death of Fr. George Wrigglesworth
who built our church and restored the
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. After
Mass on Wednesday, which is the Feast of
the Holy House, we will make a visit to his
grave in Hardwick Road Cemetery to lay a
wreath and pray for his soul.

Saturday 13th December-12:30 at Holy
Family Church-Mass at the Anointing of the
Sick.

This will be followed by lunch — all are
invited.

The link to our YouTube channel is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8V03017usRZiKoTlrwBAKg

And the link to our Parish Website:
https://cpkl.org

God bless,
Shaun

Deacon Shaun Morrison
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