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Dear Friends,  
 

Today is the 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
 

“The Lord has shown his salvation to the       
nations” 
 

The link to the livestream of the 11.30am 
Mass from Our Lady’s is: 
https://youtube.com/live/DEWUArDdVXo?

feature=share 
 

——————————————————— 
 

From the Office of Readings for Week 28 
of the Year: Sunday: 
 

A reading from the book of Haggai 
 

An exhortation to rebuild the Temple and its 
future 
 

In the second year of King Darius, on the 
first day of the sixth month, the word of the 
Lord was addressed through the prophet 
Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, high 
commissioner of Judah, and to Joshua son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, as follows, ‘The 
Lord of Hosts says this, “This people says: 
The time has not yet come to rebuild the 
Temple of the Lord. (And the word of the 
Lord was addressed through the prophet 
Haggai, as follows:) Is this a time for you to 
live in your panelled houses, when this 
House lies in ruins? So now, the Lord of 
Hosts says this: Reflect carefully how things 
have gone for you. You have sown much and 
harvested little; you eat but never have 
enough, drink but never have your fill, put 
on clothes but do not feel warm. The wage 
earner gets his wages only to put them in a 
purse riddled with holes. So go to the hill 

country, fetch wood, and rebuild the House: 
I shall then take pleasure in it, and be         
glorified there, says the Lord. The Lord of 
Hosts says this: Reflect carefully how things 
have gone for you. The abundance you        
expected proved to be little. When you 
brought the harvest in, my breath spoilt it. 
And why? – it is the Lord of Hosts who 
speaks. Because while my House lies in      
ruins you are busy with your own, each one 
of you. That is why the sky has withheld the 
rain and the earth withheld its yield. I have 
called down drought on land and hills, on 
wheat, on new wine, on oil and on all the 
produce of the ground, on man and beast 
and all their labours.”’ 
 

Now Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son 
of Jehozadak, the high priest, and all the 
remnant of the people, paid attention to the 
voice of the Lord their God and to the words 
of the prophet Haggai, the Lord having sent 
him to them. And the people were filled with 
fear before the Lord. Haggai, the messenger 
of the Lord, passed on the message of the 
Lord to the people, as follows, ‘I am with you 
– it is the Lord who speaks.’ And the Lord 
roused the spirit of Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, high commissioner of Judah, the 
spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of 
the people; and they came and set to work 
on the Temple of the Lord of Hosts their 
God. This was on the twenty-fourth day of 
the sixth month. 
 

In the second year of King Darius, on the 
twenty-first day of the seventh month, the 
word of the Lord was addressed through the 
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prophet Haggai, as follows, ‘You are to speak 
to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, the high   
commissioner of Judah, to Joshua son of     
Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the 
remnant of the people. Say this, “Who is 
there left among you that saw this Temple in 
its former glory? And how does it look to 
you now? Does it seem nothing to you? But 
take courage now, Zerubbabel – it is the 
Lord who speaks. Courage, High Priest      
Joshua son of Jehozadak! Courage, all you 
people of the country! – it is the Lord who 
speaks. To work! I am with you – it is the 
Lord of Hosts who speaks – and my spirit   
remains among you. Do not be afraid! For 
the Lord of Hosts says this: A little while 
now, and I am going to shake the heavens 
and the earth, the sea and the dry land. I will 
shake all the nations and the treasures of all 
the nations shall flow in, and I will fill this 
Temple with glory, says the Lord of Hosts. 
Mine is the silver, mine the gold! – it is the 
Lord of Hosts who speaks. The new glory of 
this Temple is going to surpass the old, says 
the Lord of Hosts, and in this place I will give 
peace – it is the Lord of Hosts who speaks.”’ 
 

Responsory 
  
℟.   Go up to the hill country and there          
 rebuild my house;* I shall then take 
 pleasure in it, says the Lord. 
 

℣.  My house shall be called a house of 
 prayer for all nations:* I shall then take 
 pleasure in it, says the Lord. 
 

A reading from the commentary of          
St. Cyril of Alexandria on the book of   
Haggai 
 

My name is great among the nations 
 

When our Saviour came, he appeared as a 
divine temple, glorious beyond any           
comparison, far more splendid and excellent 
than the older temple. He exceeded the old 
as much as worship in Christ and the         
gospels exceeds the cult of the laws, as much 
as truth exceeds its shadows. 
 

Furthermore, I might point out that           
originally there was just one temple at        
Jerusalem, in which one people, the           Is-
raelites, offered their sacrifices. Since the 
only-begotten Son became like us, and as 
Scripture says, though he was Lord and God, 
he has shone upon us, the rest of the world 
has been filled with places of worship. Now 
there are countless worshippers who hon-
our the universal God with spiritual            
offerings and fragrant sacrifices. This, surely, 
is what Malachi foretold, speaking, as if in 
the person of God: I am a great king, says the 
Lord; my name is honoured among the         
nations, and everywhere there is offered to 
my name the fragrance of a pure sacrifice. 
 

With justice, therefore, do we say that the 
final temple, the Church, will be more        
glorious. To those who are so solicitous for 
the Church and labour for its construction, 
Haggai declares that a gift will be made, a 
gift from heaven given by the Saviour. That 
gift is Christ himself, the peace of all men; 
through him we have access in the one Spirit 
to the Father. The prophet goes on to say: I 
will give peace to this place and peace of soul 
to save all who lay the foundation to rebuild 
the temple. Christ too says somewhere: My 
peace I give you. Paul will teach how         
profitable this is for those who love: The 
peace of Christ, he says, which surpasses all 
understanding will keep your minds and 
hearts. Isaiah, the seer, made the same      
prayer: O Lord our God, give us peace, for you 
have given us everything. Once a man has 
been found worthy of Christ’s peace, he can 
easily save his soul and guide his mind to 
carry out exactingly the demands of virtue. 
 

Haggai, therefore, declares that peace will be 
given to all who build. One builds the Church 
either as a teacher of the sacred mysteries, 
as one set over the house of God, or as one 
who works for his own good by setting    
himself forth as a living and spiritual stone 
in the holy temple, God’s dwelling place in the 
Spirit. The results of these efforts will profit 
such men so that each will be able to gain 



his own salvation without difficulty. 
 

Responsory  
 

℟.  They are happy who dwell in your 
 house, O Lord,* for ever singing your 
 praise. 
 

℣.  On that day, many nations will join you, 
 O Lord; they will become your own 
 people;* for ever singing your praise. 
 

Source: https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20251012/

readings.htm 
 

——————————————————— 
 

Today is Prisoners’ Sunday and the         
coming week is Prisoners week.  
 

From Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales: 
 

Prisoners’ Sunday marks the first day of the 
ecumenical Prisons Week, a week of prayer 
which raises awareness of issues faced by 
those affected by the criminal justice         
system. 
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What is Prisoners’ Sunday? 
 

Prisoners’ Sunday is the national day of 
prayer and action for prisoners and their   
dependents as marked by the Catholic 
Church and across the Christian                    
denominations. It is a day to direct our 
thoughts and prayers to prisoners, their 
families and children. Prisoners’ Sunday is 
the time to reflect on how we as individuals, 
as a Church and as a community are serving 
those affected by imprisonment. 
 

Prisoners’ families, prisoners and people 
with previous convictions often find them-
selves on the margins of society due to the 
social stigma associated with imprisonment. 
They are often forgotten or come lower 
down on the list of causes to ‘hold a hand 
out to’. But the gospel of Matthew 25: 36     
reminds us of our duties towards them: 
“I was in prison and you came to me.” 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/prisoners-
sunday 

 

There is a video message from Bishop Rich-
ard Moth, Liaison Bishop for Prisons. The 
link is: 

https://vimeo.com/1009927395?
fl=pl&fe=sh 

 

——————————————————— 
 

Baby Loss Awareness Week 9th-15th     
October 
 

From the diocesan website: 
 

Baby Loss Awareness Week is a national        
initiative of remembrance taking place from 
9-15 October. It is an opportunity to pause 
and acknowledge the deep sorrow suffered 
by parents who have experienced the loss of 
a baby, especially through miscarriage,        
ectopic pregnancy, or stillbirth and infant 
loss. Each of these losses involves the death 
of a small child and the parents need our 
compassion and support through their        
bereavement. It is an opportunity for prayer. 
 

Many women and parents carry this painful 
loss silently. It is difficult to talk about, and 
the Church has also found this difficult. We 
invite parents to mark baby loss in          
meaningful ways: through prayer, memorials 
or liturgical remembrance and mass. These 
acts help affirm the dignity and innocence of 
the child and support you in your journey of 
grief and healing. We encourage parishes to 
invite parents to pray in front of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament or light a candle for their 
children at any time. 
 

“You formed my inmost being; you knit me 
in my mother’s womb” (Psalm 139). The 
psalmist sings of the divine origin of every 
human life starting from conception. During 
this Baby Loss Awareness Week, let us           
remember all babies who have died before 
birth or in infancy and the families who 
mourn them. 
 

“Let us encourage parents to seek strength 
in the motherly gaze of the Blessed Virgin 
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Mary who watched her beloved Son die on 
the cross and who now beholds Him in       
eternal glory. May they find comfort in the 
hope of eternal life and in the tender mercy 
of God, who knows each child by name and 
holds them in His embrace.” 

https://www.rcdea.org.uk/baby-loss-
awareness-week-2025/ 

 

——————————————————— 
 

Month of the Holy Rosary 
 

October is the month of the Holy Rosary 
when we are encouraged to say part of the 
Rosary each day. The Rosary is prayed     
publicly every Friday at 11.30am in the Holy 
House at Our Lady’s and on Saturday after 
Mass at Holy Family.  
 

——————————————————— 
 

If today (12 Oct) had not been a Sunday we 
would have marked St. Wilfrid, Bishop. 
(Patron of our Deanery) 
 

St Wilfrid (634 - 709) 
 

Wilfrid was born in Northumbria in 634. As 
a boy he was educated in the monastery of 
Lindisfarne. Later he travelled to Rome in 
the company of Benet Biscop, spending a 
considerable time at Lyons on the way. This 
wider, continental experience had a          
profound effect upon the young man and, on 
his return, he showed himself to have         
become a keen supporter of the traditions of 
the Roman Church as against the prevailing 
‘Celtic’ customs introduced by the Irish    
missionaries from Iona under St Aidan. 
Shortly afterwards he was appointed Abbot 
of Ripon, and sometime later he was            
ordained priest. 
 

After the death of Aidan, the differing        
customs of the Romans and the Celts          
became the cause of bitter dispute. In 664 a 
Synod was held in Whitby, in the famous 
monastery of St Hilda, to settle the question 
and Wilfrid took a leading part in the          
debate, successfully arguing for the abolition 
of the Celtic traditions and the imposition of 

the church discipline of Rome. 
 

Within twelve months he had been              
appointed Bishop of Lindisfarne. He chose to 
be consecrated in Paris, and was absent in 
France for so long that St Chad, one of         
Aidan’s pupils, was consecrated bishop in 
his place. Wilfrid had to appeal to                   
St Theodore of Canterbury, his metropolitan, 
before he was able to take possession of his 
diocese. He established himself at York, but 
encountered much hostility being opposed 
at various times not only by some of the    
secular rulers of his day but even by men of 
great sanctity like St John of Beverley. A    
particular dispute arose in 678 when       
Theodore made an attempt to divide the 
large, unwieldy diocese of Lindisfarne/York 
into two parts. Wilfrid objected to the         
division and made an appeal to Rome 
against his archbishop. Not only was he    
successful, but in doing so he became the 
first Englishman to take a law suit to the    
Roman courts. 
 

In spite of this, his return to Northumberland 
was much less successful. For a while he was 
imprisoned by the King of Northumbria and 
eventually escaped to Sussex. It is a tribute 
to his courage and dedication that he was 
able to use this time well, carrying on an    
energetic mission to the South Saxons and 
also for a brief period among the people of 
Friesland, so beginning the great English 
mission to the Germanic people that was to 
be continued by his pupil, St Willibrord. 
 

Wilfrid returned to Northumbria in 686, but 
was not allowed to remain long in the area. 
Once again he appealed in person to Rome. 
But in the end he accepted a compromise   
solution under which he became Bishop of 
Hexham while retaining his monastery at 
Ripon. There he introduced many additional 
Roman customs and reorganised the               
monastery under the rule of St Benedict. He 
died in 709. 
 

Middlesbrough Ordo 
Source: https://universalis.com/

europe.england.eastanglia/20241012/today.htm 
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Monday 13th October is St. Edward the 
Confessor. 
 

St Edward the Confessor (1003 - 1066) 
 

He became King of England in 1042. He was 
regarded as a saint during his lifetime,        
renowned for his generosity to the Church 
and to the poor and for his readiness to lis-
ten to his subjects’ grievances. He died on       
5 January 1066, the last of the old Anglo-
Saxon line, and his death precipitated the 
dynastic quarrels that led to the conquest of 
England by William of Normandy later the 
same year. On 13 October 1163 his relics 
were translated to a new shrine in           
Westminster Abbey. 
 

Source: https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20251013/

today.htm 
 

——————————————————— 
 

Wednesday 15th October is the memorial 
of St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin & Doctor of 
the Church 
 

(St. Teresa of Ávila) 
 

St Teresa of A vila (1515 - 1582) 
 

She was born in A vila in Spain and entered 
the Carmelite convent there at the age of 20, 
not because of any great attraction to the   
religious life but because it seemed the most 
sensible thing to do. At this time Carmelite 
convents were comfortable places. One was 
well looked after, had as much contact with 
the outside world as one wanted, and could 
keep one’s own possessions. With time, and 
despite ill-health, she made great progress 
in contemplative prayer and had a number 
of mystical experiences, which she treated 
with great suspicion since she felt that she 
was not nearly holy enough to be accorded 
them by God. 
 
Teresa’s prayer life led her to seek a more 
perfect life, and in 1562, in the face of much 
opposition, she founded a convent of         
Discalced Carmelite nuns in A vila. 
“Discalced” (“shoeless”) signified their       

devotion to poverty. The rest of her life is a 
story of the establishment of more and more 
Discalced Carmelite convents in the face of 
intense opposition from the unreformed 
Carmelites but help coming from the highest 
levels at the same time. Thus in 1566 the 
General of the Carmelite Order approved  
Teresa’s original foundation and permitted 
her to make new ones. In 1575 the chapter 
of the Order decided to dissolve them all, 
and for the next five years every effort was 
made to destroy Teresa’s reforms and many 
of her followers (including St John of the 
Cross) were imprisoned and cruelly treated. 
 

At length, in 1580, and with the support of 
King Philip II, the Discalced Carmelites were 
made independent and St Teresa was able to 
found more new convents. She died, worn 
out by her efforts, on 15 October 1582. 
 

St Teresa is an outstanding example of how 
the contemplative life can well up and      
overflow into action. In addition to all this, 
she wrote much on the subject of                
contemplative prayer and her writings are 
still standard works today. She was declared 
a Doctor of the Church by Pope Paul VI in 
1970. 
 

A favourite story about St Teresa illustrates 
the intimate relationship that the saints 
have with God. When she was on one of her 
innumerable journeys across Spain, her 
horse threw her as she was crossing a river. 
Soaked to the skin she looked up to heaven 
and said, “If this is how you treat your 
friends, no wonder you have so few of 
them!” We should bring everything to God in 
our prayers, even our reproaches. For a      
reproach, in the end, is simply our way of    
offering up to God our incomprehension of 
what he is giving us. 
 

Source: https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20251015/

today.htm 
 

——————————————————— 
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Friday 17th October is the memorial of 
St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and        
Martyr 
 

St Ignatius of Antioch (- 107) 
 

He was the third bishop of Antioch, the first 
being St Peter until he moved to Rome, and 
the second being Evodius. He was arrested 
(some writers believe that he must have 
been denounced by a fellow-Christian),    
condemned to death, and transported to 
Rome to be thrown to the wild beasts in the 
arena. In one of his letters he describes the 
soldiers who were escorting him as being 
like “ten leopards, who when they are kindly 
treated only behave worse.” 
 

In the course of his journey he wrote seven 
letters to various churches, in which he dealt 
wisely and deeply with Christ, the                 
organisation of the Church, and the         
Christian life. They are important               
documents for the early history of the 
Church, and they also reveal a deeply holy 
man who accepts his fate and begs the 
Christians in Rome not to try to deprive him 
of the crown of martyrdom. 
 

He was martyred in 107 and his feast was 
already being celebrated on this day in 
fourth-century Antioch. 
 

Source: https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20251017/

today.htm 
 

——————————————————— 
 

Saturday 18th October is the Feast of      
St. Luke, Evangelist. 
 

The First Reading at Mass for the Feast: 
 

A reading from the Second Letter of St. Paul 
to Timothy. 
 

Beloved: Demas, in love with this present 
world, has deserted me and gone to         
Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, 
Titus to Dalmatia. Luke alone is with me. Get 
Mark and bring him with you, for he is very 
useful to me for ministry. Tychicus I have 
sent to Ephesus. When you come, bring the 

cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also 
the books, and above all the parchments.   
Alexander the coppersmith did me great 
harm; the Lord will repay him according to 
his deeds. Beware of him yourself, for he 
strongly opposed our message. At my first 
defence no one came to stand by me, but all 
deserted me. May it not be charged against 
them! But the Lord stood by me and 
strengthened me, so that through me the 
message might be fully proclaimed and all 
the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued 
from the lion’s mouth. 
 

St. Luke is the Patron of Healthcare. 
 

We pray for all  Healthcare workers that 
they may be blessed and strengthened in 
their service of looking after all who come 
under their care.  
 

In the book Four Gospels, One Jesus -in the 
chapter about St. Luke, there is the following 
passageThe keynote for Luke’s portrait of 
Jesus is set in his initial visit to the             
synagogue at Nazareth (4.16-30). Luke’s   
story is three times longer than the         
equivalent accounts which occur much later 
in Matthew and Mark. (Mk. 6.1-6; Matt. 
13.54-58). It is the crucial curtain-raiser for 
the rest of Jesus’ ministry. Luke shows Jesus 
fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy, anointed by the 
Spirit to preach the good news to the poor 
and release to the captives, blind and          
oppressed (4.18-21), instead of ‘Repent, the 
Kingdom of God is at hand’ (Mk 1.15: Matt. 
4.17). For Luke, Jesus is the ox, the bearer of 
burdens for the poor and all in need. 
 

——————————————————— 
 

The link to our YouTube channel is: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC8V030I7usRZiKoTlrwBAKg 
 

And the link to our Parish Website: 
https://cpkl.org 

 

God bless, 
 

Shaun 
 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 
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