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Dear Friends,  
 

Today for Our Parish we celebrate              
The Dedication of the Church. 
 

The link for the live stream of the 11.30am 
Mass from Our Lady’s is: 
https://youtube.com/live/7cp2BKlWmNw?

feature=share 
 

In the Divine Office for the Dedication of 
the Church the second reading is from 
the homilies of Origen on the book of 
Joshua. 
 

All of us who believe in Christ Jesus are said 
to be living stones, according to the words of 
Scripture: But you are living stones, built as 
a spiritual house in a holy priesthood, that 
you may offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

When we look at an earthly building, we can 
see that the larger and stronger stones are 
the first to be set in place as the foundation, 
so that the weight of the whole structure 
may rest on them securely. In the same way, 
understand that some of the living stones 
become the foundation of the spiritual 
building. What are these living stones placed 
in the foundation? They are the apostles and 
prophets. That is what Paul says when he 
teaches: We have been built upon the      
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with our Lord Jesus Christ himself as the 
cornerstone. 
 

You, my hearers, must learn that Christ     
himself is also the foundation of the building 
we are now describing, so that you may    
prepare yourselves more eagerly for the 
construction of this building and become 

stones that lie closer to the foundation. As 
the apostle Paul says: No foundation can be 
laid other than the one that has been laid  
already: I mean Christ Jesus. Blessed are 
those, therefore, who build a religious and 
holy structure upon such a noble              
foundation. 
 

In this building of the Church, there must  
also be an altar. I think that if those of you, 
disposed and eager for prayer, offer peti-
tions and prayers of supplication to God day 
and night, you will become the living stones 
for the altar which Jesus is building. 
 

Consider what praise is ascribed to these 
stones which make up the altar. All of us 
who believe in Christ Jesus are said to be   
living stones, according to the words of 
Scripture: But you are living stones, built as 
a spiritual house in a holy priesthood, that 
you may offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

When we look at an earthly building, we can 
see that the larger and stronger stones are 
the first to be set in place as the foundation, 
so that the weight of the whole structure 
may rest on them securely. In the same way, 
understand that some of the living stones 
become the foundation of the spiritual 
building. What are these living stones placed 
in the foundation? They are the apostles and 
prophets. That is what Paul says when he 
teaches: We have been built upon the      
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with our Lord Jesus Christ himself as the 
cornerstone. 
 

You, my hearers, must learn that Christ    
himself is also the foundation of the building 
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we are now describing, so that you may    
prepare yourselves more eagerly for the 
construction of this building and become 
stones that lie closer to the foundation. As 
the apostle Paul says: No foundation can be 
laid other than the one that has been laid   
already: I mean Christ Jesus. Blessed are 
those, therefore, who build a religious and 
holy structure upon such a noble             
foundation. 
 

In this building of the Church, there must   
also be an altar. I think that if those of you, 
disposed and eager for prayer, offer              
petitions and prayers of supplication to God 
day and night, you will become the living 
stones for the altar which Jesus is building. 
 

Consider what praise is ascribed to these 
stones which make up the altar. The           
lawgiver Moses said that the altar was to be 
made of stones, uncovered by iron. What are 
those stones? Perhaps those uncut and     
undefiled stones are the holy apostles, all 
making a single altar, because of their unity 
of mind and heart. For it was known that 
with one accord they all opened their lips to 
pray: You, Lord, know the hearts of all. 
Therefore, these who were able to pray with 
one mind, one voice and one spirit, are      
perhaps worthy to form together one altar, 
where Jesus may offer his sacrifice to the   
Father. 
 

Let us strive to agree among ourselves and 
to have one mind and voice. May we never 
quarrel or act from vainglory. But may we 
remain united in belief and purpose. Then 
even we may hope to become stones fit for 
the altar. 
 

What are those stones? Perhaps those uncut 
and undefiled stones are the holy apostles, 
all making a single altar, because of their 
unity of mind and heart. For it was known 
that with one accord they all opened their 
lips to pray: You, Lord, know the hearts of 
all. 
 

Therefore, these who were able to pray with 
one mind, one voice and one spirit, are      

perhaps worthy to form together one altar, 
where Jesus may offer his sacrifice to the   
Father. 
 

Let us strive to agree among ourselves and 
to have one mind and voice. May we never 
quarrel or act from vainglory. But may we 
remain united in belief and purpose. Then 
we may even hope to become stones fit for 
the altar. 
 

——————————————————— 
 

John Cairns 
Miriam has been in touch to ask for our 
prayers-John has suffered a minor stroke. He 
is currently in Cheltenham hospital. 
 

The latest from Miriam on Saturday evening: 
John had the sacrament of the sick this        
afternoon. Tom and I went to Cheltenham   
station to pick Paul and Andrea up, having 
arrived an hour earlier from Australia. John 
was eagerly waiting for their arrival. He's    
recovering well from the small stroke, thank 
God. He's got fluid in both lungs. Through    
administration of strong intravenous           
diuretics, he's come off oxygen. It seems that 
he's got an infection? Where? But antibiotics 
are working well.  
He's so anxious now to get home., I'm trying 
to reassure him. 
 

——————————————————— 
 

Deacon John and Jane Belfield 
Deacon John and Jane celebrate their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary on 6th August.  
Congratulations! 
 

——————————————————— 
 

St. John Henry Newman 
From the Bishops Conference of England 
and Wales: 
 

Bishops' Conference welcomes news that 
Pope Leo will declare St John Henry         
Newman a ‘Doctor’ of the Catholic Church 
 

Pope Leo XIV will officially declare Saint 
John Henry Newman, the most recently    
canonised saint from England and Wales, 
the 38th Doctor of the Church. 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-leo-to-declare-st-john-henry-newman-a-doctor-of-the-church/
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In a statement from the Holy See Press         
Office, Cardinal Marcello Semeraro, Prefect 
of the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, said 
that Pope Leo XIV has “confirmed the           
affirmative opinion of the Plenary Session of 
Cardinals and Bishops, Members of the 
Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, regarding 
the title of Doctor of the Universal Church, 
which will soon be conferred on Saint John 
Henry Newman.” 
 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President of the 
Bishops’ Conference, said: 
 

“I am delighted and thrilled that Pope Leo 
has today announced that he will declare       
St John Henry Newman to be a ‘Doctor of the 
Church’. 
 

“This request has been before the Holy See for 
some time, having received declarations of 
support from many different parts of the 
world and, of particular importance, from the 
Bishops of the Church of England. 
 

“This recognition that the writings of St John 
Henry Newman are a true expression of the 
faith of the Church is of huge encouragement 
to all who appreciate not only his great    
learning but also his heroic sanctity in          
following the call of God in his journey of 
faith, which he described as ‘heart speaking 
unto heart’. 
 

“This moment brings back vivid memories of 
the Papal Visit in 2010 of Pope Benedict XVI 
to these countries when he declared the         
beatification of John Henry Newman. That 
moment now reaches its fulfilment and gives 
great joy to all who strive to follow Christ    
today.” 
 

Only the third English ‘Doctor of the Church’ 
Joining Cardinal Nichols in welcoming the 
announcement, the Most Reverend Bernard 
Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham and 
Vice President of the Bishops’ Conference, 
said: 
 

“Together with the Fathers of the                  
Birmingham Oratory, I am immensely     
grateful to Pope Leo for declaring St John 

Henry Newman as a Doctor of the Church. 
Cardinal Newman is only the third              
Englishman to be afforded this title, after        
St Bede the Venerable and St Anselm of        
Canterbury, for the historic and abiding       
impact of his teaching on the universal 
Church.  
 

“It is remarkable that his writings, first as an 
Anglican and then as a Roman Catholic, but 
considered as one entire corpus of written 
work, have led to him being declared a Doctor 
of the Church.” 
 

September 2025 marks the 15th                  
anniversary of St John Henry Newman’s     
Beatification in Cofton Park, Birmingham in 
2010 by Pope Benedict XVI. The theme for 
the historic Papal visit was inspired by the 
words Newman chose as his motto,             
Cor ad cor loquitur, which translates to 
‘Heart speaks to heart’. Archbishop Longley 
welcomed Pope Benedict at the Beatification 
Mass, and explains the importance of his 
motto: 
 

“His motto Cor ad cor loquitur – Heart 
speaks to heart -is a key to understanding 
the influence of St John Henry’s teaching, 
communicated to us at the deepest level of 
our being. 
 

“I pray that this day will hasten the            
canonisation of Blessed Dominic Barberi, 
who must be rejoicing that he was chosen to 
play his part in bringing Cardinal Newman 
into full communion with the Catholic 
Church.” 
 

A ‘Doctor of the Church’ is a man or woman 
of great holiness and learning whose        
teaching and wisdom not only resonated 
with their own contemporaries, but still     
illuminates, instructs and inspires today. 
 

The Church gives them the title ‘Doctor’, 
from the Latin ‘docere’, meaning ‘to teach’, in 
recognition of the eminent contribution to 
our knowledge of the faith – spiritually,      
intellectually or morally. 
 

A globally-celebrated intellectual heavyweight, 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/newman-what-is-a-doctor-of-the-church/


Saint John Henry Newman was deeply en-
gaged in the theological and philosophical 
issues of the time, and his teaching and     
legacy endures to this day. Born in 1801, he 
was ordained as a priest for the Church of 
England and soon became the leader of the 
Oxford Movement before converting to      
Catholicism in 1845. When he died at the 
age of 89, more than 15,000 people lined the 
streets of Birmingham for his funeral. 
 

In welcoming the announcement, Oratorian 
priest Father Ignatius Harrison. C.O.              
Co-Actor of the Newman Cause, offered his 
praise and thanks to God: 
 

“The Fathers and Brothers of the Birmingham 
Oratory give praise and thanks to God that 
the Holy Father Pope Leo has today             
confirmed that the title ‘Doctor of the Church’ 
will soon be bestowed on St John Henry       
Cardinal Newman, founder of the Oratory in 
England. 
 

“Newman’s wisdom and spiritual vision will 
now be of even greater relevance to the          
universal Church and indeed to all people of 
good will who seek God’s truth.” 
 

Further resources: 
St John Henry Newman - Doctor of the 
Church - Catholic Bishops' Conference 

 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/
news/2025-07/st-john-henry-newman-set-

to-become-newest-doctor-of-the-
church.htm 

 

———————————————————- 
 

The Ordinariate was honoured to take part 
in the WeBelieve Festival, an extraordinary          
celebration of Catholic life that gathered      
together every strand of our rich and           
diverse Church. Held at St Mary’s College, 
Oscott - where St John Henry Newman 
preached his famous Second Spring sermon 
- the festival was a deeply symbolic setting 
for this moment of unity and renewal. 
 

For further details about this event please 
see: 
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/news/fruit
-of-the-second-spring-the-ordinariate-at-the
-webelieve-festival 

Monday 4th August is the Memorial of    
St. John Vianney, Priest. 
 

He was the son of a peasant farmer, and a 
slow and unpromising candidate for the 
priesthood: he was eventually ordained on 
account of his devoutness rather than any 
achievement or promise. 
 

In 1818 he was sent to be the parish priest 
of Ars-en-Dombes, an isolated village some 
distance from Lyon, and remained there for 
the rest of his life because his parishioners 
would not let him leave. He was a noted 
preacher, and a celebrated confessor: such 
was his fame, and his reputation for insight 
into his penitents’ souls and their futures, 
that he had to spend up to eighteen hours a 
day in the confessional, so great was the     
demand. The tens of thousands of people 
who came to visit this obscure parish priest 
turned Ars into a place of pilgrimage. 
 

“The Cure  refused to sit for a portrait. When 
the sculptor Cabuchet surreptitiously tried 
to capture his features in a ball of wax     
during the catechism, Vianney sternly 
bounced him out of the church.” (The Cure  
d’Ars Today, by G. W. Rutler, 1988). 
 

The French State recognised his eminence 
by awarding him the medal of the Le gion 
d’Honneur in 1848, and he sold it and gave 
the money to the poor. 
 

https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20250804/

today.htm 
 

——————————————————— 
 

Wednesday 6th August is the Feast of the 
Transfiguration of the Lord.  
 

The Transfiguration of the Lord can sound 
embarrassingly magical. Jesus goes up onto 
a mountain and his clothes become         
dazzlingly white. Prophets appear and talk 
to him. And then it is all over and Jesus tells 
his disciples to say nothing. 
 

We should hold on to the absurdity of the 
incident. There is simply no reason for all 
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this to have happened. In particular, there is 
no reason to put it into a gospel – the      
evangelist makes no capital out of it, it is 
simply there. 
 

And this is the strength of the                  
Transfiguration as an historical incident. 
There is no reason for anyone to have            
invented it. It is not central to the Christian 
case. It is not used to win arguments. There 
is only one reason to put it into the Gospel, 
and that is because it happened. It is one of 
those cases of the evangelists writing things 
down without knowing why they were      
important, and their very puzzlement is 
what makes the story so convincing. 
 

Why, then, did it happen? Surely so that we 
could see and understand that Jesus is at 
once one of the prophets and the one that 
was prophesied by them; and that he is God, 
and lives for all eternity in a blaze of          
dazzling and unapproachable light. 
 

The true miracle of the Transfiguration is 
not the shining face or the white garments, 
but the fact that for the rest of the time Jesus 
hid his glory so well. 
 

https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20250806/

today.htm 
 

——————————————————— 
 

Friday 8th August is the Memorial of       
St. Dominic, Priest. 
 

From Vatican News: 
 

Dominic’s story begins in 1170, with his 
birth in the small mountain village of 
Caleruega in Spain. Growing up in a pious 
family the young Dominic was steeped in the 
teachings of the Gospel. Perhaps inspired by 
the example of his uncle, who was a priest, a 
religious vocation seemed like a natural 
path for the young man. At age 24, Dominic 
was ordained, and soon became a Canon in 
the Cathedral of Osma. He was very close to 
the Bishop, Diego de Acebo, and at one point 
accompanied his Bishop on a diplomatic 
mission to Denmark. Returning from their 

mission by way of Rome, they asked         
permission to evangelize the northern        
pagans. 
 

But closer to home, a dangerous heresy, 
known as Catharism or Albigensianism, had 
sprung up and was beginning to spread 
among the people in the region around the 
city of Toulouse. Recognizing their zeal for 
the Faith, the Pope of the time, Innocent III, 
sent them to preach, not among the distant 
heathens, but among the heretics of their 
own lands. 
 

Shortly after their return to France, Bishop 
Diego died, and Dominic was left alone to 
confront the growing heresy. He began the 
work of evangelization in earnest, meeting 
with Albigensians, preaching to them and 
exhorting them, debating with them          
privately and publicly. It was demanding 
work, but Dominic’s fervour never               
diminished. 
 

Dominic was able to win a hearing from the 
heretics through the strength of his          
character, and because his life reflected his 
preaching. His affable manner, combined 
with a steely determination, gained him the 
respect of his adversaries.  
 

Years went by until, in 1215, a new              
opportunity arose. 
 

That was the year of the Fourth Lateran 
Council, which was held in Rome. Dominic 
took part in the Council in the company of 
Fulk, the Bishop of Toulouse. During the 
Council, he approached the reigning Pontiff, 
Honorius with a project he had conceived 
many years earlier. On 22 December 1217, 
Pope Honorius approved a new religious    
order, the Order of Friars Preachers, or       
Dominicans. 
 

The effect of the Pope’s decree was like an 
explosion. The newly founded Dominican 
Order spread rapidly, as the mendicant 
preachers proclaimed the Gospel           
throughout Europe and beyond with ardour 
and enthusiasm. 
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But for Dominic himself, life was drawing to 
a close. On 6 August 1221, only a few years 
after the papal approval of his Order,       
Dominic Guzman breathed his last in the   
Dominican convent in Bologna. Just thirteen 
years later, he was proclaimed a saint by 
Pope Gregory IX, who had known the great 
founder and preacher personally. Years later, 
St Dominic was described by one of his     
spiritual children as being “as tender as a 
mother, but as strong as a diamond.” 
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/
saints/08/08/st--dominic-of-guzman--
priest-founder-of-the-order-of-the-

preach.html 
 

——————————————————— 
 

Saturday 9th August is the Feast of           
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin 
& Martyr. (Patron of Europe) 
(Also known as Edith Stein) 
 
Edith Stein was born into a practising Jewish 
family. She had a distinguished career as a 
philosopher and received a doctorate at the 
University of Freiburg, but her academic ca-
reer was impeded because she was a wom-
an. 
Reading the autobiography of Saint Teresa 
of A vila brought about her conversion to Ca-
tholicism and she was baptized on 1 January 
1922. She taught at a Dominican girls’ 
school and studied Catholic philosophy. She 
became a lecturer at the Institute for Peda-
gogy at Mu nster but was thrown out of her 
post in 1933 as a result of the Nazi re gime’s 
anti-Semitic legislation. 
She entered a Carmelite monastery in Co-
logne and took the name Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross. Her order moved her to the 
Netherlands to keep her safe from the grow-
ing Nazi threat. While a Carmelite she wrote 
an important philosophical book, seeking to 
combine the phenomenology of her former 
teacher Edmund Husserl with the philoso-
phy of Aquinas, and she also wrote on St 
John of the Cross. 
On 20 July 1942 the Dutch Bishops’ Confer-

ence had a statement read in all churches 
condemning Nazi racism. In retaliation the 
authorities ordered the arrest of all Jewish 
converts to Christianity. Teresa Benedicta 
was taken to Auschwitz and killed on 9 Au-
gust 1942. 
https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20250809/
today.htm 
 From the homily of John Paul II for the can-
onisation of Edith Stein  -Sunday, 11 October 
1998 
“Far be it from me to glory except in the Cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal 6:14). 
St Paul’s words to the Galatians, which we 
have just heard, are well suited to the human 
and spiritual experience of Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross, who has been solemnly enrolled 
among the saints today. She too can repeat 
with the Apostle: Far be it from me to glory 
except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Cross of Christ! Ever blossoming, the tree 
the Cross continues to bear new fruits of sal-
vation. This is why believers look with confi-
dence to the Cross, drawing from its mystery 
of love the courage and strength to walk 
faithfully in the footsteps of the crucified and 
risen Christ. Thus the message of the Cross 
has entered the hearts of so many men and 
women and changed their lives. 
The spiritual experience of Edith Stein is an 
eloquent example of this extraordinary interi-
or renewal. A young woman in search of the 
truth has become a saint and martyr through 
the silent workings of divine grace: Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross, who from heaven re-
peats to us today all the words that marked 
her life: “Far be it from me to glory except in 
the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”. 
On 1 May 1987, during my Pastoral Visit to 
Germany, I had the joy of beautifying this 
generous witness to the faith in the city of Co-
logne. Today, 11 years later, here in Rome, in 
St Peter's Square, I am able solemnly to pre-
sent this eminent daughter of Israel and 
faithful daughter of the Church as a saint to 
the whole world. 
Today, as then, we bow to the memory of 
Edith Stein, proclaiming the indomitable wit-
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ness she bore during her life and especially by 
her death. Now alongside Teresa of Avila and 
Thérèse of Lisieux, another Teresa takes her 
place among the host of saints who do honour 
to the Carmelite Order. 
 

——————————————————— 
 

The link to our YouTube channel is: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC8V030I7usRZiKoTlrwBAKg 
 

And the link to our Parish Website: 
https://cpkl.org 

 

——————————————————— 
 

God bless, 
 

Shaun 
 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 
 

================================ 
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