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Dear Friends,
Today is the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
‘Lord how [ love your law!”

The YouTube link for the livestream for the 11.30am Mass
from Our Lady’s is:
https://www.youtube.com/live/zhUVpXd9IH8?feature=share

From the Office of Readings for today:

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians

The apostle’s consolation

Keep a place for us in your hearts. We have not injured
anyone, or ruined anyone, or exploited anyone. | am not
saying this to put any blame on you; as | have already told
you, you are in our hearts — together we live or together we
die. I have the very greatest confidence in you, and | am so
proud of you that in all our trouble | am filled with consolation
and my joy is overflowing.

Even after we had come to Macedonia, however, there was
no rest for this body of ours. Far from it; we found trouble on
all sides: quarrels outside, misgivings inside. But God
comforts the miserable, and he comforted us, by the arrival
of Titus, and not only by his arrival but also by the comfort
which he had gained from you. He has told us all about how
you want to see me, how sorry you were, and how
concerned for me, and so | am happier now than | was
before.

But to tell the truth, even if | distressed you by my letter, | do
not regret it. | did regret it before, and | see that that letter did
distress you, at least for a time; but | am happy now — not
because | made you suffer, but because your suffering led to
your repentance. Yours has been a kind of suffering that
God approves, and so you have come to no kind of harm
from us. To suffer in God’s way means changing for the
better and leaves no regrets, but to suffer as the world
knows suffering brings death. Just look at what suffering in
God’s way has brought you: what keenness, what
explanations, what indignation, what alarm! Yes, and what
aching to see me, what concern for me, and what justice
done! In every way you have shown yourselves blameless in
this affair. So then, though | wrote the letter to you, it was not

written for the sake either of the offender or of the one
offended; it was to make you realise, in the sight of God,
your own concern for us. That is what we have found so
encouraging.

With this encouragement, too, we had the even greater
happiness of finding Titus so happy; thanks to you all, he has
no more worries; | had rather boasted to him about you, and
now | have not been made to look foolish; in fact, our
boasting to Titus has proved to be as true as anything that
we ever said to you. His own personal affection for you is all
the greater when he remembers how willing you have all
been, and with what deep respect you welcomed him. | am
very happy knowing that | can rely on you so completely.

A reading from the homilies of St John Chrysostom on
the second letter to the Corinthians

In all my troubles I am full of joy

Again Paul turns to speak of love, softening the harshness of
his rebuke. For after convicting and reproaching them for not
loving him as he had loved them, breaking away from his
love and attaching themselves to troublemakers, he again
takes the edge off the reproach by saying: Open your hearts
to us, that is, love us. He asks for a favour which will be no
burden to them but will be more profitable to the giver than to
the receiver. And he did not use the word “love” but said,
more appealingly: Open your hearts to us.

Who, he said, has cast us out of your minds, thrust us from
your hearts? How is it that you feel constraint with us? For,
since he has said earlier: You are restricted in your own
affection, he now declares himself more openly and says:
Open your heart to us, thus once more drawing them to him.
For nothing so much wins love as the knowledge that one’s
lover desires most of all to be himself loved.

For | said before, he tells them, that you are in our hearts to
die together or live together. This is love at its height, that
even though in disfavour, he wishes both to die and to live
with them. For you are in our hearts, not just somehow or
other, but in the way | have said. It is possible to love and yet
to draw back when danger threatens; but my love is not like
that.

| am filled with consolation. What consolation? That which
comes from you because you, being changed for the better,
have consoled me by what you have done. It is natural for a



https://www.youtube.com/live/zhUVpXd9IH8?feature=share

lover both to complain that he is not loved in return and to
fear that he may cause distress by complaining too much.
Therefore, he says: | am filled with consolation, | rejoice
exceedingly.

It is as if he said, | was much grieved on your account, but
you have made it up for me in full measure and given me
comfort; for you have not only removed the cause for any
grief but filled me with a richer joy.

Then he shows the greatness of that joy by saying not only |
rejoice exceedingly but also the words which follow: in all my
tribulations. So great, he says, was the delight that you gave
me that it was not even dimmed by so much tribulation, but
overcame by its strength and keenness all those sorrows
which had invaded my heart, and took away from me all
awareness of them.

Ordination to the Diaconate

Congratulations to Deacon Paul Raynes who was ordained
yesterday as a Permanent Deacon for the Diocese at the
Cathedral. Please keep Paul and his family in your prayers.

The YouTube link to the Ordination Mass is:
https://www.youtube.com/live/71j06gIRoR8?feature=share

Date for your diary : -
Sunday 20th August — Red Mount Procession

Our annual procession to the Red Mount Procession as part
of our Assumption celebrations in honour of Our Lady of
Walsingham will be on Sunday 20th August beginning at
3pm from Our Lady’s Church. Please put this act of witness
in your diaries. Itis always such a lovely occasion.

From the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales

New Lectionary to be launched in England and Wales for
Advent 2024.

Source and link to the article:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/new-lectionary-to-be-launched-in-
england-and-wales-for-advent-2024/

The Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments has confirmed the approval by the Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales for the new Lectionary.
The Lectionary, which includes the scripture readings for
Mass and the sacraments, will come into use in Catholic
parishes in England and Wales from Advent 2024.

The link to our YouTube channel is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8V03017usRZiKoTIrwBAKg

And the link to our Parish Website:
http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk/

God bless
Shaun

Deacon Shaun Morrison
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