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Dear Friends,  
 
Today is the Fifth Sunday of Easter.   
 
“A new commandment I give to you, says the 
Lord, that you love one another, just as I have 
loved you” 
 
 

 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 

The link for the live stream of the 11.30am Mass from Our Lady’s is: 
https://youtube.com/live/CHzKKWnhOmo?feature=share 

 

———————————————————————————————————————–- 
 

Inauguration Mass of Pope Leo XIV 
 

The Inauguration of the Petrine Ministry of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV takes place at St. Peter’s 
Square in Rome today (Sunday) at 10am Rome time. (9am here). Please keep the Holy Father 
in your prayers. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday — May 18, 2025 

https://youtube.com/live/CHzKKWnhOmo?feature=share


The rite for the Inauguration of the Petrine Ministry of Leo XIV 
 

Source: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2025-05/rite-inauguration-petrine-
ministry-leo-xiv-symbolism-rites.html 

 

With the Eucharistic celebration taking place on 18 May at 10:00 AM (CET) (09:00 BST) in      
St. Peter’s Basilica and Square, the Bishop of Rome, Leo XIV, solemnly begins his Petrine      
Ministry as the successor of the Apostle Peter and, therefore, as Pastor of the Catholic Church. 
As explained by the Office for the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff, the rite       
features several moments of profound symbolic meaning, including those regarding the         
ancient episcopal insignia associated with Peter: the Pallium and the Ring of the Fisherman.  
 
The Pallium 
 

The Pallium is a liturgical vestment made from the wool of lambs. It evokes the image of the 
Good Shepherd who lays the lost sheep on his shoulders, and recalls Peter’s threefold              
response to the Risen Lord’s call to tend His lambs and sheep. As Simeon of Thessalonica 
writes in De sacris ordinationibus, the Pallium “represents the Savior who, encountering us 
like the lost sheep, lifts us onto His shoulders; by assuming our human nature in the                 
Incarnation, He divinized it, offered us to the Father through His death on the Cross, and           
exalted us through the Resurrection.” It is a narrow band worn over the chasuble, draped 
around the shoulders. It features two black pendants (front and back), six black silk crosses—
one on each pendant and four on the circular band over the shoulders—and is adorned on the 
front and on the back with three pins (aciculae), symbolising the three nails of Christ’s           
crucifixion. 
 
The Ring of the Fisherman 
 

The Ring of the Fisherman has the specific significance of a signet ring, representing the seal 
of faith entrusted to Peter to strengthen his brethren. It is called the “Ring of the Fisherman” 
because Peter, having believed in Jesus' word, drew the nets ashore from the boat in the        
miraculous catch of fish. 
 
At the tomb of Saint Peter 
 

The liturgy begins inside St. Peter’s Basilica. Accompanied by the Patriarchs of the Eastern 
Churches, the new Roman Pontiff descends to the chapel of the Tomb of Saint Peter, where he 
pauses in prayer and then incenses the site. This moment underscores the deep connection 
between the Bishop of Rome and the Apostle Peter, who, together with many other Christians, 
bore witness to the faith with his blood close to that very place. 
 

Two deacons then take the Pallium, the Ring of the Fisherman, and the Book of the Gospels 
and proceed in procession toward the altar set up on the area in front of St. Peter’s Basilica, in 
the Square. 
 
On the parvis of St. Peter’s Basilica 
 

Pope Leo XIV joins the procession while the Laudes Regiae—a litany hymn—are sung,            
invoking the intercession of holy Pontiffs, martyrs, and saints of the Roman Church. Hanging 
from the central gate of the Basilica is a tapestry depicting the miraculous catch of fish,         
portraying the dialogue between Jesus and Peter—a central theme in the Liturgy of the Word 
and throughout the celebration. It is a reproduction of the Flemish tapestry originally made 
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for the Sistine Chapel based on a cartoon by Raphael, now housed in the Vatican Museums. 
 

Near the altar is the image of Our Lady of Good Counsel from the Marian Shrine of Genazzano.  
 

The rite continues with the blessing and sprinkling of holy water, as it is a Sunday in the       
Easter season. This is followed by the singing of the Gloria and the Collect, which recalls the 
Father’s plan to build His Church upon Peter. 
 
Liturgy of the Word 
 

The Liturgy of the Word then begins. The First Reading, proclaimed in Spanish, is from the 
Acts of the Apostles (Acts 4:8–12), in which Peter proclaims Christ as “the stone rejected by 
the builders.” The Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 117 [118]), proclaimed in Italian, continues the 
imagery of the “stone”: “The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.” 
 

The Second Reading, also in Spanish, from the First Letter of Peter (1 Pt 5:1–5, 10–11),          
underscores the connection between Peter, the Church of Rome, and the ministry of his        
Successor. 
 

The Gospel, a passage from John (Jn 21:15–19), proclaimed in Latin and Greek, recounts Jesus’ 
threefold question to Peter to “feed My lambs” and “tend My sheep”—one of the foundational 
texts for Peter’s unique role among the Twelve Apostles. 
 
Conferral of the Petrine Episcopal Insignia 
 

Following the proclamation of the Gospel, three Cardinals from the three orders (deacons, 
priests, bishops), each representing a different continent, approach Leo XIV. The first places 
the Pallium upon him; the second offers a special prayer for the Lord’s presence and               
assistance upon the Pope. 
 

The third likewise prays, invoking Christ, “Shepherd and Bishop of our souls,”—who built the 
Church upon the rock of Peter and was recognized by him as “the Son of the Living God,” —
asking Him to bestow the Ring of the Fisherman upon the new Pope, before presenting         
Leo XIV with the ring. 
 

The moment concludes with a prayer to the Holy Spirit, asking that He endow the new Pope 
with strength and gentleness in preserving Christ’s disciples in the unity of communion. The 
Pope then blesses the assembly with the Book of the Gospels as the acclamation “Ad multos 
annos!” (“Many years!”) is proclaimed in Greek. 
 
The rite of Obedience 
 

The symbolic rite of obedience follows, in which twelve representatives from all the different 
categories of the People of God, from all over the world, pledge their obedience to the Pope. 
The celebration continues with the homily of the Holy Father. 
 

Afterwards, the “Creed” is sung, followed by the Universal Prayer or Prayer of the Faithful, 
with intercessions in Portuguese, French, Arabic, Polish, and Chinese. Prayers are offered for 
the universal Church, for the Roman Pontiff at the beginning of his ministry, for those in         
positions of civil authority, for all who suffer or are in distress, and for the gathered assembly.  
 
Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

As the Offertory chant “Tu es pastor ovium” (“You are the Shepherd of the sheep”) is sung, the 



prayer over the offerings of bread and wine asks that, through the Church’s missionary         
ministry, the fruits of redemption may reach all the earth. Pope Leo XIV then prays the First 
Eucharistic Prayer (the Roman Canon), followed by the Communion Rite. At its conclusion, the 
Pope prays that God may confirm the Church in unity and charity and grant that he himself 
may be saved and protected, along with the flock entrusted to his care. 
 
Concluding Rites 
 

Before the celebration ends, the Pope offers a brief address. After the singing of the Regina 
Caeli, he imparts the solemn blessing imbued with the biblical imagery of the vine and          
vineyard applied to the Church. He prays that the Lord may “look upon” and “protect” the vine 
He has planted, and asks that His face of salvation may “shine” upon all. 
 

YouTube link From EWTN: LIVE from the Vatican: Pope Leo XIV’s Inauguration Mass |            
St. Peter’s Square | May 18, 2025.   

https://www.youtube.com/live/jE6G8dBC6Hc?si=06Q_GUHQtQQb7617 
 

I noted earlier that the Inauguration will be broadcast live on Sky News from 9am. (UK time) 
 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 

From the Office of Readings for Eastertide: week 5: Sunday 
 

A reading from the sermons of St. Maximus of Turin. 
 

Christ is the day.  
 

Christ is risen! He has burst open the gates of hell and let the dead go free; he has renewed the 
earth through the members of his Church now born again in baptism, and has made it          
blossom afresh with men brought back to life. His Holy Spirit has unlocked the doors of      
heaven, which stand wide open to receive those who rise up from the earth. Because of 
Christ’s resurrection the thief ascends to paradise, the bodies of the blessed enter the holy 
city, and the dead are restored to the company of the living. There is an upward movement in 
the whole of creation, each element raising itself to something higher. We see hell restoring its 
victims to the upper regions, earth sending its buried dead to heaven, and heaven presenting 
the new arrivals to the Lord. In one and the same movement, our Saviour’s passion raises men 
from the depths, lifts them up from the earth, and sets them in the heights. 
 

Christ is risen. His rising brings life to the dead, forgiveness to sinners, and glory to the saints. 
And so David the prophet summons all creation to join in celebrating the Easter festival:        
Rejoice and be glad, he cries, on this day which the Lord has made. 
 

The light of Christ is an endless day that knows no night. Christ is this day, says the Apostle; 
such is the meaning of his words: Night is almost over; day is at hand. He tells us that night is 
almost over, not that it is about to fall. By this we are meant to understand that the coming of 
Christ’s light puts Satan’s darkness to flight, leaving no place for any shadow of sin. His           
everlasting radiance dispels the dark clouds of the past and checks the hidden growth of vice. 
The Son is that day to whom the day, which is the Father, communicates the mystery of his di-
vinity. He is the day who says through the mouth of Solomon: I have caused an unfailing light 
to rise in heaven. And as in heaven no night can follow day, so no sin can overshadow the jus-
tice of Christ. The celestial day is perpetually bright and shining with brilliant light; clouds can 
never darken its skies. In the same way, the light of Christ is eternally glowing with luminous 
radiance and can never be extinguished by the darkness of sin. This is why John the evangelist 
says: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to overpower it. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/jE6G8dBC6Hc?si=06Q_GUHQtQQb7617


And so, my brothers, each of us ought surely to rejoice on this holy day. Let no one, conscious 
of his sinfulness, withdraw from our common celebration, nor let anyone be kept away from 
our public prayer by the burden of his guilt. Sinner he may indeed be, but he must not despair 
of pardon on this day which is so highly privileged; for if a thief could receive the grace of      
paradise, how could a Christian be refused forgiveness? 
 

Responsory 
 

℟.  The Lord in all his beauty is exalted above the stars:* he rides in splendour on the clouds        
 of heaven, where his name will abide for ever, alleluia. 
 

℣.  From the heights of heaven he comes forth, and to the heights of heaven he returns:* he         
 rides in splendour on the clouds of heaven, where his name will abide for ever, alleluia. 
 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Homily in the chapel of the Venerable English College in Rome on 11 May 
 

In his Sunday morning homily in the chapel of the Venerable English College in Rome on         
11 May, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster and President of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, described how there was a distinct absence of 
grandeur and self-importance among the cardinals: 
 

“When we moved from the General Congregations to the conclave on Tuesday evening and           
entered that sealed space – no phones, no contact with the outside world. What happened there? 
For me, it became not so much a sealed space as a precious space. It was peaceful. There was no 
clamour. There was attentiveness to each other. In fact, I was a bit sorry when it ended, because 
there was so much more time to use creatively and to give generously. It suggests that we might 
all benefit from a day a week without our phones, and allow that inner freedom to flourish 
again.” 
 

Source: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/cardinal-homily-vec-110525/ 
 

The Homily in full: 
 

We are the humble flock on a journey to the place where the Brave Shepherd has already 
reached, the Risen Lord, our heavenly home. The first reading vividly portrays how this      
journey took on a particular moment, a decisive moment, how the message broke out into 
new missionary endeavour beyond its Jewish birthplace. 
 

The second reading offers a vivid description of the fulfilment this humble flock is striving for 
and which we are to proclaim. The Gospel proclaimed the brave shepherd in his fullest nature, 
one with the Father, and it is he who protects and guides his flock. We know our weaknesses. 
He knows our weaknesses. For our journey, he stays with us in many ways, one of which is in 
the person of the Bishop of Rome. 
 

I asked Father Stephen Wang [Rector of the Venerable English College] if I could speak at Mass 
today about this moment of the election of a new Pope. I wanted to do so here because it is 
much more than a dramatic moment of history. For me, it was an intense experience of the 
working of the Holy Spirit. 
 

So what can we learn about that working of the Holy Spirit? What touched me most deeply 
and what has it taught me? 
 

Well, firstly, an awareness of the prayers of the entire Church. An intense focus of prayer. A 
proclamation of a sensus fidei, and of the nature and  importance of this decision. Then, of 
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course, this was firmly focused on us Cardinals – humble agents of the Holy Spirit. Humbled, 
not least, because of the wounds in the Church. The wounds of abuse, the wounds of the      
misuse of power, all of which we were very conscious of. 
 

There are many signs of the grandeur of a cardinal’s office, but there was among us, no sense 
of grandeur or self-importance. More precisely, when we moved from the General                  
Congregations to the conclave on Tuesday evening and entered that sealed space – no phones, 
no contact with the outside world. What happened there? For me, it became not so much such 
a sealed space as a precious space. It was peaceful. There was no clamour. There was                
attentiveness to each other. In fact, I was a bit sorry when it ended, because there was so much 
more time to use creatively and to give generously. It suggests that we might all benefit from a 
day a week without our phones, and allow that inner freedom to flourish again, which is so   
often distracted by that compulsive turning to the Internet. So it was a precious space of 
peace. 
 

Secondly, it was very prayerful. And by prayerful, I mean the atmosphere in which we lived, 
the simple ways in which we greeted each other. It was a prayerfulness to which everybody 
contributed. There weren’t too many formal prayers, but being prayerful is a disposition, not 
necessarily an activity. I think it was that disposition, that turning to God, that marked this 
time most strongly, and all the relationships formed in there. 
 

The third quality was fraternity – another essential quality that needs to be present if we are 
to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit. That comradeship. There was, I tell you, no rancour. There 
was no competitiveness. There were no harsh words, no denigration of one another, and no 
expressions of ambition. There was a shared knowledge that the decision, the prize, was a 
Cross – a death to self and a most intense self-sacrifice into service. That we all knew, and 
prayed for the one to whom it would be given. 
 

So what was our discernment like? 
 

Who was prepared for this by experience and gifts? In whose heart was this vocation written 
since his first conception in the mind of God? 
 

We chose a son of St Augustine, and I was just a few yards away when Cardinal Parolin put the 
question to Cardinal Prevost, “Do you accept?” And with utter calmness, he said, “I accept”. 
 
As a son of Augustine, his life and theology has been marked by it being ‘affective’. Theology 
springing from the heart, from Augustine’s conversion experience. A theology, a life, a      
preaching, centred on an awareness of the restlessness of the human heart until it finds rest in 
God. A way of life in Augustinian communities which has, as its principle, belonging to one     
another. He will show us again and again that the very core of our journey lies in our                
relationship with Christ Jesus, in love, in gratitude, and in joy. Without that, everything else 
counts for little. 
 

Pope Leo described the conclave as a Pascal experience, lived in the light of Christ, to whom 
we wish to stay close, wanting above all to let His life shine in our world. 
 

So let us pray for Pope Leo XIV, as he leads this humble flock to the joys of heaven, where the 
Brave Shepherd has gone before. 
 

Amen. 
 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 



Attached for you is St. Martha’s News. 
 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham Podcast 
 

The YouTube link is: 
PODCAST Easter V - Sharing our Common Life in Christ 

 

This week Fr Paul speaks about the forthcoming festival and Bishop David gives an in-
memoriam to Ronald Crane. 
 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 

The link to our YouTube channel is: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8V030I7usRZiKoTlrwBAKg 

 

And the link to our Parish Website: 
https://cpkl.org 

 

———————————————————————————————————————— 
 

God bless, 
 

Shaun 
 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 
 

======================================================================== 

https://youtu.be/EKj3GQMcQjY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8V030I7usRZiKoTlrwBAKg
https://cpkl.org

