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Sunday, January 25, 2026

Dear Friends,

Today
Time.

is the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary

‘The Lord is my light and my salvation’

The link for the live stream of the 11.30am

Mass from Our Lady'’s is:

https://voutube.com/live /xY5u5iz91Ug?
feature=share

Apologies for the livestream from last
Sunday-there seems to have been some
technical problems-I have done various
updates so hopefully this week all will be
okay:.

From the Office of Readings for Week 3 of
the Year Sunday:

A reading from the Constitution on the
Sacred Liturgy of the Second Vatican
Council

Christ is present in his Church

Christ is always present to his Church,
especially in the actions of the liturgy. He is
present in the sacrifice of the Mass, in the
person of the minister (it is the same Christ
who formerly offered himself on the cross
that now offers by the ministry of priests)
and most of all under the eucharistic
species. He is present in the sacraments by
his power, in such a way that when someone
baptizes, Christ himself baptizes. He is
present in his word, for it is he himself who
speaks when the holy Scriptures are read in
the Church. Finally, he is present when the
Church prays and sings, for he himself
promised: Where two or three are gathered

in my name, I am there in their midst.

Indeed, in this great work which gives
perfect glory to God and brings holiness to
men, Christ is always joining in partnership
with himself his beloved Bride, the Church,
which calls upon its Lord and through him
gives worship to the eternal Father.

It is therefore right to see the liturgy as an
exercise of the priestly office of Jesus Christ,
in which through signs addressed to the
senses man’s sanctification is signified and,
in a way proper to each of these signs, made
effective, and in which public worship is
celebrated in its fullness by the mystical
body of Jesus Christ, that is, by the head and
by his members.

Accordingly, every liturgical celebration, as
an activity of Christ the priest and of his
body, which is the Church, is a sacred action
of a pre-eminent kind. No other action of the
Church equals its title to power or its degree
of effectiveness.

In the liturgy on earth we are given a
foretaste and share in the liturgy of heaven,
celebrated in the holy city of Jerusalem, the
goal of our pilgrimage, where Christ is
seated at the right hand of God, as minister
of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle.
With the whole company of heaven we sing
a hymn of praise to the Lord; as we
reverence the memory of the saints, we
hope to have some part with them, and to
share in their fellowship; we wait for the
Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ, until he, who
is our life, appears, and we appear with him
in glory.



https://youtube.com/live/xY5u5iz9lUg?feature=share
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By an apostolic tradition taking its origin
from the very day of Christ’s resurrection,
the Church celebrates the paschal mystery
every eighth day, the day that is rightly
called the Lord’s day. On Sunday the
Christian faithful ought to gather together,
so that by listening to the word of God and
sharing in the Eucharist they may recall the
passion, death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus and give thanks to God who has given
them a new birth with a lively hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead. The Lord’s day is therefore the first
and greatest festival, one to be set before the
loving devotion of the faithful and
impressed upon it, so that it may be also a
day of joy and of freedom from work. Other
celebrations must not take precedence over
it, unless they are truly of the greatest
importance, since it is the foundation and
the kernel of the whole liturgical year.

Responsory

R.  As our priest, Christ prays for us; as our
head, he prays in us; as our God, we
pray to him,* but let us recognise our
voices in him and his voice in us.

Y. When we pray to God, let us not
separate ourselves from the Son,* but
let us recognise our voices in him and
his voice in us.

Today is also Sunday of the Word of God.

The Catholic Church will celebrate the
Seventh Sunday of the Word of God on
Sunday, 25 January 2026, under the motto:
“The word of Christ dwells among you” (Col
3:16). Observed each year on the Third
Sunday in Ordinary Time, this day invites
the faithful to reflect on, celebrate, and share
the Word of God in their daily lives.

The celebration was established by Pope
Francis in his 2019 Apostolic Letter Aperuit
illis, emphasizing the essential connection
between the Risen Lord, Christian
communities, and Sacred Scripture. The
Pope calls on all believers to make the Word

of God a living presence in their hearts,
guiding their actions and inspiring their
witness.

Archbishop Rino Fisichella, Pro-Prefect of
the Dicastery for Evangelization, explains
this year’s theme:

“Saint Paul’s words to the Colossians, ‘The
word of Christ dwells among you, invite us
not only to listen to the Word but to let it
dwell within us. The Word shapes our
thoughts, guides our desires, and unites the
Christian community. To welcome it is to
allow Christ to speak through our lives,
bringing hope and life to those around us.”

This year, the celebration also coincides
with the Feast of the Conversion of Saint
Paul, marking the end of the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity. Just as the Word
transformed Paul on the road to Damascus,
it continues to call Christians today to open
their hearts and share the Gospel with the
world.

The Seventh Sunday of the Word of God is a
reminder that Scripture is not just to be read
or studied, it is to live within us, bearing
fruit in our lives and communities.

Source:
https://northamptondiocese.org/home-
page/seventh-sunday-of-the-word-of-god-to
-be-celebrated-on-25-january-2026/

Holocaust Memorial Day- 27th January

Source:
Holocaust Memorial Day - Catholic Bishops'
Conference

Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) is marked
on 27th January each year and is a time to
remember the millions of people murdered
during the Holocaust, under Nazi
Persecution and in the genocides which
followed including Cambodia, Rwanda,
Bosnia and Darfur.

From the Bishops’ Conference of England
and Wales:
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The theme for HMD 2026 - Bridging
Generations - is a call to action. A reminder
that the responsibility of remembrance does
not end with the survivors - it lives on
through their children, their grandchildren
and through all of us.This theme encourages
us all to engage actively with the past: to
listen, to learn and to carry those lessons
forward. By doing so, we build a bridge
between memory and action, between
history and hope for the future.

Source:
Holocaust Memorial Day - Catholic Bishops'
Conference

Reflection for Holocaust Memorial Day
2026:

A reflection for Holocaust Memorial Day
2026 given by Abbot Hugh Allan o.praem,
Director of Mission, on this year's theme
'‘Bridging Generations' can be read by
clicking into the following link:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/reflection-for-

holocaust-memorial-day-2026/

A prayer:

Eternal God, you hold all of our days in
your hands.

On this day, we come before you to
remember the victims of the Holocaust.
We lament the loss of the six million Jews
who were Kkilled in the Holocaust, the

millions of other victims of Nazi
persecution, and victims of other
genocides.

May our minds be clear and attentive to
their memory and our hearts be moved
to bear witness to their lives.

Today, help us to remember and
recognise the sanctity of each human life,
that all people are made in Your image.
One day, we pray that genocide and
hatred will be no more, and that love will
triumph over evil.

In our prayers and in our actions, help us
to show this love in the world today.
Amen.

25th January is usually the Feast of the
Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle, but
because it falls this year on a Sunday, the
Sunday takes precedent.

Saul, the young man who looked after the
cloaks of the men who were stoning
St Stephen, grew into a dedicated and
efficient persecutor of Christians. Today’s
feast celebrates the day that Christ appeared
to him in a vision as he was on the way to
Damascus, reproached him for his
persecutions and converted him to the true
faith.

Source:
https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20260125/

today.htm

Monday 26th January is the Memorial of
Saints Timothy & Titus, Bishops.

Timothy and Titus were converted to
Christianity by St Paul, and became his
companions and helpers. Paul entrusted
Timothy with the care of the Christians in
Ephesus, and sent Titus to Crete to look
after the Christians there. He wrote them
the so-called “pastoral” epistles, giving
advice for pastors and people alike.

Source:
https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20260126/

today.htm

Wednesday 28th January is the Memorial
of St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor
of the Church.

St Thomas Aquinas (1225 - 1274)

He was born of a noble family in southern
Italy, and was educated by the Benedictines.
In the normal course of events he would
have joined that order and taken up a
position suitable to his rank; but he decided
to become a Dominican instead. His family
were so scandalised by this disreputable
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plan that they kidnapped him and kept him
prisoner for over a year; but he was more
obstinate than they were, and he had his
way at last.

He studied in Paris and in Cologne under the
great philosopher St Albert the Great. It was
a time of great philosophical ferment. The
writings of Aristotle, the greatest
philosopher of the ancient world, had been
newly rediscovered, and were becoming
available to people in the West for the first
time in a thousand years. Many feared that
Aristotelianism was flatly contradictory to
Christianity, and the teaching of Aristotle
was banned in many universities at this time
— the fact that Aristotle’s works were coming
to the West from mostly Muslim sources did
nothing to help matters.

Into this chaos Thomas brought simple,
straightforward sense. Truth cannot
contradict truth: if Aristotle (the great,
infallible pagan philosopher) appears to
contradict Christianity (which we know by
faith to be true), then either Aristotle is
wrong or the contradiction is in fact illusory.
And so Thomas studied, and taught, and
argued, and eventually the simple,
common-sense philosophy that he worked
out brought an end to the controversy. Out
of his work came many writings on
philosophy and theology, including the
Summa Theologiae, a standard textbook for
many centuries and still an irreplaceable
resource today. Out of his depth of learning
came, also, the dazzling poetry of the liturgy
for Corpus Christi. And out of his sanctity
came the day when, celebrating Mass, he
had a vision that, he said, made all his
writings seem like so much straw; and he
wrote no more.

Let us pray for the Holy Spirit to inspire us,
like St Thomas, to love God with our minds
as well as our hearts; and if we come across
a fact or a teaching that seems to us to
contradict our faith, let us not reject it but
investigate it: for the truth that it contains
can never contradict the truth that is God.

Source:
https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20260128/

today.htm

The link to our YouTube channel is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8V03017usRZiKoTlrwBAKg

And the link to our Parish Website:
https://cpkl.org

God bless,

Shaun

Deacon Shaun Morrison
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