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Sunday — May 25, 2025

Dear Friends,
Today is the Sixth Sunday of Easter.

“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word,
says the Lord, and my Father will love him,
and we will come to him”

The link for the live stream of the 11.30am
Mass from Our Lady’s is:
https://youtube.com/live/-ErhZtaTg6c?
feature=share

From the Office of Readings for
Eastertide: week 6: Sunday

A reading from the commentary of St Cyril
of Alexandria on the second letter to the
Corinthians

God has reconciled us through Christ and
conferred upon us the ministry of
reconciliation.

Those who have a sure hope, guaranteed by
the Spirit, that they will rise again lay hold
of what lies in the future as though it were
already present. They say: “Outward
appearances will no longer be our standard
in judging other men. Our lives are all
controlled by the Spirit now, and are not
confined to this physical world that is
subject to corruption. The light of the
Only-begotten has shone on us, and we have
been transformed into the Word, the source
of all life. While sin was still our master, the
bonds of death had a firm hold on us, but
now that the righteousness of Christ has
found a place in our hearts we have freed

ourselves from our former condition of
corruptibility.”

This means that none of us lives in the flesh
any more, at least not in so far as living in
the flesh means being subject to the
weaknesses of the flesh, which include c
orruptibility. Once we thought of Christ as
being in the flesh, but we do not do so any
longer, says Saint Paul. By this he meant that
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us;
he suffered death in the flesh in order to
give all men life. It was in this flesh that we
knew him before, but we do so no longer.
Even though he remains in the flesh, since
he came to life again on the third day and is
now with his Father in heaven, we know
that he has passed beyond the life of the
flesh; for having died once, he will never die
again, death has no power over him any
more. His death was a death to sin, which he
died once for all; his life is life with God.

Since Christ has in this way become the
source of life for us, we who follow in his
footsteps must not think of ourselves as
living in the flesh any longer, but as having
passed beyond it. Saint Paul’s saying is
absolutely true that when anyone is in Christ
he becomes a completely different person: his
old life is over and a new life has begun. We
have been justified by our faith in Christ and
the power of the curse has been broken.
Christ’s coming to life again for our sake has
put an end to the sovereignty of death. We
have come to know the true God and to
worship him in spirit and in truth, through
the Son, our mediator, who sends down
upon the world the Father’s blessings.
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And so Saint Paul shows deep insight when
he says: This is all God’s doing: it is he who
has reconciled us to himself through Christ.
For the mystery of the incarnation and the
renewal it accomplished could not have
taken place without the Father’s will.
Through Christ we have gained access to the
Father, for as Christ himself says, no one
comes to the Father except through him.
This is all God’s doing, then. It is he who has
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and
who has given us the ministry of
reconciliation.

Responsory

R. We exult in God through our Lord
Jesus,* through whom we have now
been granted reconciliation, alleluia.

V. In him the complete being of God, by
God’s own choice, came to dwell. God
chose to reconcile the whole universe
to himself through him,* through whom
we have now been  granted
reconciliation, alleluia.

Monday 26th May is the Memorial of
St. Philip Neri, Priest.

From Universalis:
Saint Philip Neri (1515 - 1595)

He was born in Florence in 1515. At the age
of eighteen he went to Rome, and earned his
living as a tutor. He undertook much-needed
charitable work among the young men of
the city, and started a brotherhood to help
the sick poor and pilgrims.

He was advised that he could do more good
as a priest, and was ordained in 1551. He
built an oratory over the church of San
Girolamo, where he invented services,
consisting of spiritual readings and hymns,
which were the origin of the oratorio
(tradition is a good thing; but innovation
also has its place). He continued to serve the
young men of Rome, rich and poor alike,
with religious discussions and by organising

charitable enterprises. He had a particular
care for the young students at the English
College in Rome, studying for a missionary
life and probable martyrdom in England.

He inspired other clergy to emulate him, and
formed them into the Congregation of the
Oratory. Oratorian foundations still flourish
in many countries today. He died in Rome in
1595.

St Philip Neri was an enemy of solemnity
and conventionality. When some of his more
pompous penitents made their confession to
him (he was famous as a confessor) he
imposed salutary and deflating penances on
them, such as walking through the streets of
Rome carrying his cat (he was very fond of
cats). When a novice showed signs of exces-
sive seriousness, Philip stood on his head in
front of him, to make him laugh. When
people looked up to him too much, he did
something ridiculous so that they should not
respect someone who was no wiser - and no
less sinful - than they were. In every case
there was an excellent point to his pranks: to
combat pride, or melancholy, or
hero-worship.

Laughter is not much heard in churches:
perhaps that is to be expected... but outside
church, Christians should laugh more than
anyone else - laugh from sheer joy, that God
bothered to make us, and that he continues
to love us despite the idiots we are.
Everyone is a sinner, but Christians are
sinners redeemed - an undeserved rescue
that we make even less deserved by
everything we do. It is too serious a matter
to be serious about: all we can reasonably
do is rejoice.

Very many of the saints, not just St Philip,
have an abiding terror of being looked up to.
For they know their imperfections better
than anyone else, and being revered by
other people is doubly bad. It is bad for the
others, who should be revering God instead,
and for themselves, because they might be
tempted to believe their own image and
believe themselves to be worthy.



We are not saints yet, but we, too, should
beware. Uprightness and virtue do have
their rewards, in self-respect and in respect
from others, and it is easy to find ourselves
aiming for the result rather than the cause.
Let us aim for joy, rather than respectability.
Let us make fools of ourselves from time to
time, and thus see ourselves, for a moment,
as the all-wise God sees us.

Source: https://universalis.com/
europe.england.eastanglia/20250526/

today.htm

Tuesday 27th May is the Feast of
St. Augustine of Canterbury.

From the Office of Readings:
A letter by Pope St Gregory the Great

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his
people on earth, because the grain of wheat
has fallen into the earth and has died. Christ
has died in order to reign in heaven. Not
only that: by his death we live; by his
weakness we are strengthened; by his
passion we are freed from suffering;
impelled by his love, we are seeking in
Britain brothers whom we do not know;
through his help we have found those for
whom we were searching, although we were
not acquainted with them.

Who, dear brother, is capable of describing
the great joy of believers when they have
learned what the grace of Almighty God and
your own cooperation achieved among the
Angles? They abandoned the errors of
darkness and were bathed with the light of
holy faith. With full awareness they
trampled on the idols which they had
previously adored with savage fear. They are
now committed to Almighty God. The
guidelines given them for their preaching
restrain them from falling into evil ways. In
their minds they are submissive to the
divine precepts and consequently feel
uplifted. They bow down to the ground in
prayer lest their minds cling too closely to
earthly things. Whose achievement is this? It

is the achievement of him who said: My
Father is at work until now and I am at work
as well

God chose illiterate preachers and sent them
into the world in order to show the world
that conversion is brought about not by
men’s wisdom but rather by his own power.
So in like manner God worked through weak
instruments and wrought great things
among the Angles. Dear brother, in this
heavenly gift there is something which
should inspire us with great fear and great

)0y

For 1 know through your love for that
people, specially chosen for you, that
Almighty God has performed great miracles.
But it is necessary that the same heavenly
gift should cause you to rejoice with fear
and to fear with gladness. You should be
glad because by means of external miracles
the souls of the Angles have been led to
interior grace. But you should tremble, lest
on account of these signs, the preacher’s
own weak soul be puffed up with
presumption; lest, while seeming externally
raised aloft in honour, it fall internally as a
result of vainglory.

We should remember that when the
disciples on their joyous return from their
preaching mission said to their heavenly
master: Lord, in your name even devils were
subjected to us, he immediately retorted: Do
not rejoice about this but rather that your
names are inscribed in heaven.

Thursday 29th May is the Solemnity the
Ascension of the Lord.

The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord
is a Holyday of Obligation.

Mass is at:

9.30am — at Holy Family Church.
7.30pm— at Our Lady’s Church.

Spiritual readings to follow during the
course of the week.
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Saturday 31st May is the Feast of the
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

From Vatican News:

This feast was established by Pope Urban VI
in 1389 in order to bring the Great Schism to
an end through the intercession of Mary. It
originated in Byzantium when, on 2 July, the
Gospel of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth was read
on the Feast of the “Deposition in the
Basilica of the Holy Garment of the
Theotokos”. The Franciscans adopted this
Marian feast day in 1263, calling it the
Visitation of Mary. After the liturgical reform
of the Second Vatican Council, the date for
the feast was fixed on 31 May, at the end of
the month dedicated to Mary.

Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary - Vatican News

Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham
Podcast

The YouTube link is:
https://youtu.be/08P Mljg2ZmM?
si=rbYCnX4Zz1-mds9L

The link to our YouTube channel is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCBV03017usRZiKoTIrwBAKg

And the link to our Parish Website:
https://cpkl.or

God bless,

Shaun

Deacon Shaun Morrison
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