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Dear Friends, 
 

I have been asked to let you know that to   
allow you to watch Pope Francis’s funeral 
Mass on Saturday (26 April) (and to join in 
prayer with all those throughout the world 
and also those present in St. Peter’s Square) 
the 10:00 AM Mass at Holy Family Church 
has been cancelled.   
 

The Funeral Mass is at 9:00 AM UK Time. 
(10:00 AM in Rome)  
 

I have seen today that Sky News will be 
showing coverage from 8:00 AM UK Time.     
(I am sure BBC 1 and other major channels 
will be starting at a similar time) 
——————————————————— 

From Vatican News: 
 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/
news/2025-04/pope-francis-funeral-

saturday-novemdiales-lie-in-state.html 
 

The Holy See Press Office announced on 
Tuesday that Pope Francis’ funeral Mass will 
take place on Saturday, April 26, 2025, at 
10:00 AM in St. Peter’s Square. 
 

Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, Dean of the 
College of Cardinals, will preside at the 
Mass, which will be concelebrated by           
Patriarchs, Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops, 
and priests from across the globe. 
 

The Eucharistic celebration will conclude 
with the Ultima commendatio and the         
Valedictio, marking the beginning of the     
Novemdiales, or nine days of mourning and 
Masses for the repose of Pope Francis' soul. 
 

The late Pope's body will then be taken into 
St. Peter’s Basilica and then to the Basilica of 
St. Mary Major for entombment. 
——————————————————— 
 

Solemn Requiem Mass at  
The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 
Unthank Road, Norwich NR2 2PA 
 

There will be a Solemn Requiem Mass at the 
Cathedral on Thursday at 6pm (24 April) 
which all are welcome. 
——————————————————— 
 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales, pays tribute to Pope Francis and, in a 
video reflection, shares his personal 
thoughts on the Holy Father and the impact 

 Wednesday — April 23, 2025 
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of his ministry as the 265th successor of      
St Peter.  
 

The YouTube link to this reflection is: 
https://youtu.be/RhF35w1Gw6M?

si=0cIxKZsY2Le02xBb 
——————————————————— 
 

Prayer for the repose of the soul of        
Pope Francis 
 

O God, faithful rewarder of souls, 
grant that your departed servant Pope    
Francis, 
whom you made successor of Peter 
and shepherd of your Church, 
may happily enjoy for ever in your presence 
in heaven 
the mysteries of your grace and compassion, 
which he faithfully ministered on earth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Eternal rest, grant unto him O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him. 
May he rest in peace. 
Amen. 
 

May his soul and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, 
through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
Amen. 
——————————————————— 
 

The Bishop’s Conference of England and 
Wales have a page  titled: Pope Francis – 
Requiescat in Pace. The link is: (It includes 
the biography of Pope Francis) 
 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-francis-
requiescat-in-pace/ 

——————————————————— 
 

Translation of the coffin of Pope Francis to 
St. Peter's Basilica, April 23, 2025 
 

The YouTube link is: 
Translation of the coffin of Pope Francis to 

St. Peter's Basilica, April 23, 2025 
——————————————————— 

A useful YouTube Link: 
 

Vatican Media Live: 
https://www.youtube.com/live/

J6MqpK91bEA?si=kw7Ms_15xTg627d5 
——————————————————— 
 

With my thoughts and prayers, 
 

Shaun 
 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 
——————————————————— 
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