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Today is the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord.

‘The heavens were opened and the voice of
the Father thundered: ‘This is my beloved
Son; listen to him.’

The link for the live stream of the 11.30am

Mass from Our Lady'’s is:

https://voutube.com/live /Ey-vvQ5BFuA?
feature=share

From the Office of Readings:
A reading from the Orations of St Gregory
Nazianzen.

The Baptism of Christ.

Christ is bathed in light; let us also be
bathed in light. Christ is baptised; let us also
go down with him, and rise with him.

John is baptising when Jesus draws near.
Perhaps he comes to sanctify his baptizer;
certainly he comes to bury sinful humanity
in the waters. He comes to sanctify the
Jordan for our sake and in readiness for us;
he who is spirit and flesh comes to begin a

new creation through the Spirit and water.

The Baptist protests; Jesus insists. Then
John says: I ought to be baptised by you. He
is the lamp in the presence of the sun, the
voice in the presence of the Word, the friend
in the presence of the Bridegroom, the
greatest of all born of woman in the
presence of the firstborn of all creation, the
one who leapt in his mother’s womb in the
presence of him who was adored in the
womb, the forerunner and future forerunner
in the presence of him who has already
come and is to come again. I ought to be
baptised by you: we should also add, “and
for you,” for John is to be baptised in blood,
washed clean like Peter, not only by the
washing of his feet.

Jesus rises from the waters; the world rises
with him. The heavens, like Paradise with its
flaming sword, closed by Adam for himself
and his descendants, are rent open. The
Spirit comes to him as to an equal, bearing
witness to his Godhead. A voice bears
witness to him from heaven, his place of
origin. The Spirit descends in bodily form
like the dove that so long ago announced the
ending of the flood and so gives honour to
the body that is one with God.

Today let us do honour to Christ’s baptism
and celebrate this feast in holiness. Be
cleansed entirely and continue to be
cleansed. Nothing gives such pleasure to
God as the conversion and salvation of men,
for whom his every word and every
revelation exist. He wants you to become a
living force for all mankind, lights shining in
the world. You are to be radiant lights as you
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stand beside Christ, the great light, bathed
in the glory of him who is the light of
heaven. You are to enjoy more and more the
pure and dazzling light of the Trinity, as now
you have received - though not in its
fullness - a ray of its splendour, proceeding
from the one God, in Christ Jesus our Lord,
to whom be glory and power for ever and
ever. Amen.

Responsory

R. Today the heavens are opened, the
waters of the sea are made sweet, earth
is glad, the mountains and hills rejoice,*
because Christ is baptised in the Jordan
by John.

Y. Why is it, sea, that you fled, that you
turned back, Jordan, on your course?*
Because Christ is baptised in the Jordan
by John.

News from St. Martha’s
Attached for you is this week’s newsletter.

Highlights from the newsletter are:

In December, representing the Mini Vinnies,
Allexia, Jerlin and Mrs McKenna attended
the annual SVP Mass and Anointing of the
sick at Holy Family Church. A golden
opportunity to mingle and chat with
parishioners after mass whilst enjoying
afternoon tea.

Plus the School attended Mass for the
Epiphany. A joyful and reflective start to the
term.

Pope to young people: We are made for
truth, not virtual connections.

From Vatican News:

Pope Leo tells Rome’s young people not to
be content with superficial relationships,
but to seek the truth, goodness and com-
munion that arise from encountering God
and one's neighbour.

For the full story please click into this link:

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/
news/2026-01/pope-young-romans-made-
for-truth-not-virtual-connections.html?
utm source=newsletter&utm medium=ema
il&utm campaign=NewsletterVN-EN

Funerals

Please note the change of time and place for
Mass on Wednesday and Friday this week
because of Requiem Masses:

e Requiem Mass for Margaret Duhig is
11:00am on Wednesday 14th January
at Holy Family Church.

e Requiem Mass for Mike Griffiths is
2.00pm on Friday 16th January at Holy
Family Church.

The link to our YouTube channel is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8V03017usRZiKoTlrwBAKg

And the link to our Parish Website:
https://cpkl.org

God bless,

Shaun

Deacon Shaun Morrison
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