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Dear Friends,
Today is the Second Sunday of Easter.

“Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no
end.”

The YouTube link for the livestream for the 11.30am Mass
from Our Lady’s is:
https://www.youtube.com/live/KeEJb8oEAWE ?feature=share

From the Missal for today:

“Peace be with you!” This is how Jesus greets his Apostles
in the Gospel for this Sunday, that closes the Octave of
Easter. Peace is the gift of God. The Creator himself has
written the law of respect for life on the human heart: “if
anyone sheds the blood of a man, by man shall his blood be
shed; for in the image of God has he made man’, is said in
Genesis (9:6). When the merciless logic of arms prevails
everywhere, only God can redirect hearts to thoughts of
peace. Only he can give the energies that are necessary to
be freed from hatred and the thirst for revenge and to
undertake the process of negotiation for an agreement and
for peace. The liturgy today invites us to see in Divine Mercy
the source of that authentic peace that the risen Christ offers
us. The wounds of the risen and glorious Lord are the
permanent sign of God’s merciful love for humanity. From
them flows a spiritual light that enlightens consciences and
pours into hearts comfort and hope.

From the Office of Readings:
A reading from the sermons of St Augustine.

| speak to you who have just been reborn in baptism, my
little children in Christ, you who are the new offspring of the
Church, gift of the Father, proof of Mother Church’s
fruitfulness. All of you who stand fast in the Lord are a holy
seed, a new colony of bees, the very flower of our ministry
and fruit of our toil, my joy and my crown. It is the words of
the Apostle that | address to you: Put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh and its desires,
so that you may be clothed with the life of him whom you
have put on in this sacrament. You have all been clothed
with Christ by your baptism in him. There is neither Jew nor
Greek; there is neither slave nor freeman; there is neither

male nor female; you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Such is the power of this sacrament: it is a sacrament of new
life which begins here and now with the forgiveness of all
past sins, and will be brought to completion in the
resurrection of the dead. You have been buried with Christ
by baptism into death in order that, as Christ has risen from
the dead, you also may walk in newness of life.

You are walking now by faith, still on pilgrimage in a mortal
body away from the Lord; but he to whom your steps are
directed is himself the sure and certain way for you: Jesus
Christ, who for our sake became man. For all who fear him
he has stored up abundant happiness, which he will reveal to
those who hope in him, bringing it to completion when we
have attained the reality which even now we possess in
hope.

This is the octave day of your new birth. Today is fulfilled in
you the sign of faith that was prefigured in the Old Testament
by the circumcision of the flesh on the eighth day after birth.
When the Lord rose from the dead, he put off the mortality of
the flesh; his risen body was still the same body, but it was
no longer subject to death. By his resurrection he
consecrated Sunday, or the Lord’s day. Though the third
after his passion, this day is the eighth after the Sabbath,
and thus also the first day of the week.

And so your own hope of resurrection, though not yet
realised, is sure and certain, because you have received the
sacrament or sign of this reality, and have been given the
pledge of the Spirit. If, then, you have risen with Christ, seek
the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the right
hand of God. Set your hearts on heavenly things, not the
things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, your life, appears,
then you too will appear with him in glory.

Divine Mercy Sunday
From Universalis website:

Since 2000, the second Sunday of Easter has also been
known as Divine Mercy Sunday.

Here are some extracts from a sermon given by Pope John
Paul Il on the occasion of the canonisation of Sister Faustina
Kowalska on 30 April 2000 (Vatican web site):



https://www.youtube.com/live/KeEJb8oEAwE?feature=share
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/homilies/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_20000430_faustina_en.html

Today my joy is truly great in presenting the life and witness
of Sr Faustina Kowalska to the whole Church as a gift of God
for our time. By divine Providence, the life of this humble
daughter of Poland was completely linked with the history of
the 20th century, the century we have just left behind. In fact,
it was between the First and Second World Wars that Christ
entrusted his message of mercy to her. Those who
remember, who were witnesses and participants in the
events of those years and the horrible sufferings they caused
for millions of people, know well how necessary was the
message of mercy.

Jesus told Sr Faustina: “Humanity will not find peace until it
turns trustfully to divine mercy.” Through the work of the
Polish religious, this message has become linked for ever to
the 20th century, the last of the second millennium and the
bridge to the third. It is not a new message but can be
considered a gift of special enlightenment that helps us to
relive the Gospel of Easter more intensely, to offer it as a ray
of light to the men and women of our time.

What will the years ahead bring us? What will man’s future
on earth be like? We are not given to know. However, it is
certain that in addition to new progress there will
unfortunately be no lack of painful experiences. But the light
of divine mercy, which the Lord in a way wished to return to
the world through Sr Faustina’s charism, will illumine the way
for the men and women of the third millennium.

It is important then that we accept the whole message that
comes to us from the word of God on this Second Sunday of
Easter, which from now on throughout the Church will be
called “Divine Mercy Sunday.” In the various readings, the
liturgy seems to indicate the path of mercy which, while
re-establishing the relationship of each person with God, also
creates new relations of fraternal solidarity among human
beings. Christ has taught us that man not only receives and
experiences the mercy of God, but is also called to practise
mercy towards others: “Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy.” He also showed us the many paths of
mercy, which not only forgives sins but reaches out to all
human needs. Jesus bent over every kind of human poverty,
material and spiritual.

It is not easy to love with a deep love, which lies in the
authentic gift of self. This love can only be learned by
penetrating the mystery of God'’s love. Looking at him, being
one with his fatherly heart, we are able to look with new eyes
at our brothers and sisters, with an attitude of unselfishness
and solidarity, of generosity and forgiveness. All this is
mercy!

Sr Faustina Kowalska wrote in her Diary: ‘I feel tremendous
pain when | see the sufferings of my neighbours. All my
neighbours’ sufferings reverberate in my own heart; | carry
their anguish in my heart in such a way that it even physically
destroys me. | would like all their sorrows to fall upon me, in
order to relieve my neighbour.” This is the degree of
compassion to which love leads, when it takes the love of
God as its measure!

It is this love which must inspire humanity today, if it is to
face the crisis of the meaning of life, the challenges of the
most diverse needs and, especially, the duty to defend the
dignity of every human person. Thus the message of divine
mercy is also implicitly a message about the value of every
human being. Each person is precious in God’s eyes; Christ
gave his life for each one; to everyone the Father gives his
Spirit and offers intimacy.

This consoling message is addressed above all to those
who, afflicted by a particularly harsh trial or crushed by the
weight of the sins they committed, have lost all confidence in
life and are tempted to give in to despair. To them the gentle
face of Christ is offered; those rays from his heart touch them
and shine upon them, warm them, show them the way and
fill them with hope. How many souls have been consoled by
the prayer “Jesus, | trust in you,” which Providence intimated
through Sr Faustina!

And you, Faustina, a gift of God to our time, a gift from the
land of Poland to the whole Church, obtain for us an
awareness of the depth of divine mercy; help us to have a
living experience of it and to bear witness to it among our
brothers and sisters. May your message of light and hope
spread throughout the world, spurring sinners to conversion,
calming rivalries and hatred and opening individuals and
nations to the practice of brotherhood. Today, fixing our gaze
with you on the face of the risen Christ, let us make our own
your prayer of trusting abandonment and say with firm hope:
Christ Jesus, [ trust in you!

Source:
https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/202304 16/today.htm

From the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and
Wales:

Pope appoints Archbishop Maury Buendia new
Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain

Source:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-appoints-archbishop-maury-buendia-new
-apostolic-nuncio/

Pope Francis has appointed His Excellency Archbishop
Miguel Maury Buendia as Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain.

Commenting on the news, Cardinal Vincent Nichols,
Archbishop of Westminster and President of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, said:

‘I welcome the appointment of Archbishop Miguel Maury
Buendia as Papal Nuncio to Great Britain. On behalf of our
Bishops’ Conference, | assure him not only of our warm
welcome but also of our full cooperation when he takes up
these new responsibilities.”

Born in Madrid on 19 November 1955, Archbishop Maury
Buendia studied philosophy and theology at the Conciliar
Seminary of Madrid before being ordained a priest for the
Archdiocese on 26 June 1980.

He followed a two-year program of studies at the Pontifical


https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20230416/today.htm
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-appoints-archbishop-maury-buendia-new-apostolic-nuncio/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/pope-appoints-archbishop-maury-buendia-new-apostolic-nuncio/

Ecclesiastical Academy in Rome, and entered the Holy See’s
diplomatic service in July 1987, serving in diplomatic
missions in several countries such as Rwanda, Uganda,
Morocco, Nicaragua, Egypt, Slovenia and Ireland.

In 2004, he was called to the Section for Relations with
States within the Secretariat of State of the Holy See. Four
years later, in 2008, he was appointed titular Archbishop of
Italica and Apostolic Nuncio to Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan.

Pope Francis appointed him Apostolic Nuncio to Romania on
5 December 2015, and to the Republic of Moldova on
25 January 2016.

He was appointed the Apostolic Nuncio to the Court of
St. James’s on 13 April 2023, filling a post vacant since the
previous Nuncio to Great Britain, Archbishop Claudio
Gugerotti, was named prefect of the Dicastery for the
Eastern Churches on 21 November 2022.

The link to our YouTube channel is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8V030I7usRZiKoTIrwBAKg

And the link to our Parish Website:
http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk/

God bless
Shaun

Deacon Shaun Morrison
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